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TABJ..K  If.—' Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1919  and  Ten 

Previous  Years. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30291690 
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The  Forty-Sixth  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health, 

being  that  for  the  year  1919. 


To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Worcester. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Councillors, 

This  Report  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
present  differs  in  arrangement  from  those  of  previous 
years.  This  is  in  accordance  with  the  wishes 
expressed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  a  circular 
letter  addressed  to  all  Local  Authorities,  and  accom¬ 
panied  by  a  memorandum  which  set  out,  in  some 
detail,  the  information  that  should  be  included  in  the 
Report,  and  the  order  in  which  that  information 
should  be  given.  I  have  endeavoured  to  carry  out 
these  instructions. 

The  writing  of  the  Report  has  been  delayed  b\ 
circumstances  the  Council  are  familiar  with.  Owing 
to  the  election  of  Dr.  Marion  Andrews  as  whole- 
time  School  Medical  Officer,  she  ceased  her  work 
in  the  Health  department  at  the  end  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  1919,  and  the  whole  work  of  that  department 


had  to  be  carried  on  by  myself,  including  the  greatly 
developed  scheme  for  M  a  te  rn  i  t  y :  a  n  d;  ,(f  h  1  kl  A  V  el  fa  re , 
and  also  that  of  Tuberculosis  Officer  lalnd.itb#  care  of 
the  patients  in  the  City  Hospital.  Your  Council 
kindly  allowed  me  assist^ce  in  theljTubercujosis 
work,  and  Dr!  Neville  Crowe  has  done  the  work  at 
the  Tuberculosis  Clinics  since  the  middle  of  October, 
1919. 

The  work  of  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
has  greatly  developed  during  the  year  as  a  result  of 
the  sympathetic  acceptance  by  the  Council  of  the 
report  sent  them  by  the  Health  Committee  in  March, 
1919.  The  results  of  this  work  are  most  satis¬ 
factory  and  encouraging.  Only  those  who  have 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  conditions  under  which  a 

c  ,  ?  c  ,1  •  .  1 •  ,  li  . 

proportion  of  their  fellow-citizens  live  and  bring  up 
their  families  can  know  the  struggles  arid  hardships 


that  are  endured.  These  fall  largely  on  the  mothers 

.1  • 

of  the  families,  and  whatever  measures  can  be  carried 


out  to  lessen  these  hardships  will  be  to  the  advantage 
of  the  present  and  future  generations.  Most  of  the 
mothers  are  sincerely  anxious  to  do  the  best  for  their 
children  and  are  thankful  for  the  advice  and  help 
which  is  tendered  to  them.  It  is  a, very  dew  who  are 

•  (J  !  J.  «  i  -  t  •  * J 

•  '  j  g  j 

so  little  civilized  as  to  be  careless  and  neglectful. 

The  statistics  of  the  year  are  favourable.  The 
Table  on  page  ^2  gives  the  comparison  of  certain 

I  ^  O  4 


4 


'{  '  death-rates  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wives, 
and  with  smaller  towns  among  which  ififor- 


lo 

w. 


on 


3  53 


c  vv  s  the 


A 


birth-rate,  death-rate,  and  infant  death-rate  for  io:o. 
and  for  the  ten  years  preceding.  The  death-rate 
and  infant  death-rate  were  adversely  affected  by  the 

J  4 

epidemic  of  Influenza  which  occurred  in  March  and 
April. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 

J 

Inspectors  is  incorporated  in  this  Report  by  the  wish 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health.  Your  chief  Inspector 
(Mr.  Ralph  Taylor),  has  worked  hard  during  the 
year,  especially  as  regards  the  safeguarding  of  the 
food  supply  of  the  City. 

The  information  concerning  the  Water  Supply, 

_  ‘ 

Drainage  and  Sewerage,  and  the  removal  of  House 

Refuse,  was  kindly  supplied  me  by  the  City 

T-  •  y 

Engineer. 


i  y 


I  am, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


j  *io I  j-od  arid  ob  0,1  auoD 


Wl  brm  3ov/h.H  orb  icl  h/idrua Id  am 


MABYN  READ. 
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j fj^  iol  jLfli  n^fll  ‘isv/ol  3ud  ,\IQI  bnn  Siqi  2ibo(  | 

I  q I  oi  suoivwiq 

The  City  and  County  lies  on 

both  sides*  of  the  River  S e vcm,  ext North  to 
South  for  a  distance  of  about  three  miles.  On  the  West 
bank  of  the  River  the  land  rises  to  100  feet  above  sea  level., 
and  the  population  of  this  area  is  about  8,500.  On  the 
East  bank  the  land  is  undulating  for  about  half-a-mile.  and 
then  the  hills  rise  to  250  feet. 

The  industries  carried  on  are  very  varied.  Theie  aie. 
large  Engineering  and  Railway  Signal  Works,  large  Glove 
Factories,  Tin  Canister  Works,  Royal  Porcelain  Mam. 
factory,  Tanneries,  and  many  others.  There  is  nothing  ii 
these  employments  that  has  any  marked  influence  on  tin 
health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  large  variety  o 
occupations  tends  to  lessen  the  average  of  unemployment 

Population. — The  census  of  1911  showed  the  populatio 
of  the  City  to  be  47,9s/-  The  Cit>’  b°midary  was  extemle 
in  1914,  and  im  persons  were  then  added.  It  is  verj 
difficult  to  estimate  the  present  population  with  any  degn 
of  accuracy,  because  of  the  considerable  movement  < 

.  persons  into  and  out  of  the  City  that  has  occurred  own 

to  War  conditions,  but  it  probably  exceeds  51,000. 

wR  itoiJsbomrriosDB-'  iBiiqaoH-  eui  I  - 

The  Birth-rate  for  1919  was  160  p 

1000  of  the  population.  I  he  Regi^ia.i-GLueiai 

estimated  the  population  as  4943^,  Pm 

calculating  rt^Up^t/^^vl^ch  woukjy^iyerji  fate  of  Jp  5  hi 

IOOO.  This ffor  7 


6 

years  1918  and  1917,  but  lower  than  that  for  an)-  year 
previous  to  1917. 


The  Death-rate  for  the  year  was  12-5  per  1000,  which  is 

the  lowest  rate  recorded,  excepting  that  for  1912  w  hen  t 

10  /i  mo n  pniufToix  ’  1  t>  ? 

was  12-46.  The  Registrar-General  estimates  “the  death- 
rate  population”  at  47,361,  which  gives  a  rate  of  13-4. 
This  latter  estimate  excludes  from  the  population  all  non¬ 
civilian  males,  and  is  based  mainly  on  the  rationing  returns 
sent  the  Registrar-General  by  the  Ministry  of  Food. 


The  Infant  Death-rate,  reckoned  per  1000  of  the 
births,  was  61,  which  with  the  exception  of  the  year  1918, 
when  it  was  60,  is  the  lowest  recorded.  The  epidemic  of 
Influenza  in  the  first  Quarter  of  the  year  was  the  cause  of 
many  deaths  of  infants,  and  counterbalanced  the  very  low- 
infant  death-rates  of  the  other  three  quarters  of  the  year. 


There  is  no  special  feature  of  the  year’s  statistics  that 


requires  comment,  except  the  epidemic  of  Influenza  in 

.  •  T  -i :  /,  i.'f  1  -  1 

February  and  March.  No  less  than  37  deaths  were  directlv 
assigned  to  this  cause.  The  epidemic  was  not  so  severe  in 
type  nqr  so  widespread  as  that  in  ioiSf'wlien  1 5 1  deaths 
were  caused,  and  there  was  not  the  lack  of  medical  and 
nursing  help  that  was  so  distressing  a  feature  in  the  former 


year. 


G  ab oooxo  vidiid- 


fjcr 


lie 


The  Hospital  accommodation  of  the  district  consists  < 


(aj  The'tieiVeh'hl  Infirmary,  having  120  beds;  ib)  I  he 


t  '->r 


Infirmary  of  tike1  Worcester  Guardians,  having  84  sick  be 


for  males;  76  forewomen,  'six  for  children,  and  four  -lying-in 
beds  ;  V;  The  City  Hospital,  having  50  beds  for  infect:o.> 
disease,  and  34  for  Tuberculosis  patients.  JI 


The  General  I n firmal*}^ ^l^s1  )twO'" Vvar8s"'J closed  (7m,  41 
empty  beds)  for  lack  of  funds  to  k'ee p' {lie m "open.  This  i 
most  unfortunate,  and  a  great  harcTslifp c'oii'  many  ivh 

would  be  greatly  benefited  fey  earlier  treatment  of  the: 

•  n  .1  '  ,  [  rh.^noigjsoac  ,  ;  <  , 

illnesses  than  can  under  present  conditions  be  obtained. 

sb  ospa J  Ip  auol  no  brm  gpj by/-  end  lo  00  cot 

Water  Supply.— This  is  taken  fi;om  th^  River  Seven 

The  Works  are  on  the  East  bank  at  the  North  end  of  th 

•  <■  -\  iJ>'  ,c 

City.  The  water  is  pumped  into  tanl^s  into  which  a  portio 
of  the  sediment  falls,  and  thence  flows  on  to  nine  s^j 
filters,  which  cover  an  area  0^*6501  square  yards.  The  usu 
rate  of  filtration  is  from  2\  to  3  inches  per  hour. 

The  filtered  water  passes  into  a  covered  pure  water  tak 


and  is  pumped  thence  into  the  water  mains.  The  supply, 
constant  and  sufficient.  There  are  two  covered  reservoir 
one  on  Rainbow  Hill  containing  812,000  gallons,  the  oth 
on  Gorse  Hill  250  feet  above  sea  level  containing  250,0 
gallons.  These  reservoirs  supply  the  houses'  in  the  high 
parts  of  the  City,  and  being  in  connection  with  the  lo 


lying  mains  are  available  in  case  of  fire.  There  are 


water  storage  cisterns  in  the  houses. 
& 


The  Severn  has  a  flow  during  ordinary- .weather  of  4) 
million  gallons  per  dav.  It  is  liable  to  floods  after  hea 
rain,  and  the  water  for  a  few  days  fs  turbid  and  contaminate 

:  'D£oA  3ioq/!  JlTIcT  Dm-,  Jl 

by  the  washing  out  of  the  ditches  and.  small  streams  th: 

J  ft*  on  dt  s  rtin  I  .cScTjuii  10  cinypi 

drain  into  it.  The  river  flow,  may  then  b.pHrwo  or  thi ' 
times  greater  than  the  ordinary  flow.  rt; 

9!  dBli  JjIIjcID  cull  1 .’ !  cjS'/. -1 

Samples  of  water  are  tqken  weekly  froip  t^  pure  war 


tank  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  made,  the  mic  - 

.  ,  r  ib  c  >kiq  It  j  mmpJ  .p.  ag/ec 

organisms  per  cudic  centimetre  and  bacilli  Cob  per  * 

»,%  .  vd  b^nianq  cl  ogawsc  onf  hrm  ,vE 
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cubic  centimetres  being'  recorded. 


s 


.  1 

trie 


The  results  of  the  sand  filtration  were  quite  good  throe  ’• 

008010  HDThV/  07/ J  SBfl  1  &  ml 

most  of  the  veari  When  the  temperature  of  the  water  : 

irisqp  menj  qse>I  qj  feDnUi  roi 

near  freezing  point,  uni  c  r  o  -  o  r  g  an  i  s  m  s  are  found  in 

-,v  7  r i  i'  f r i  r;ob  q mam k  ri  : s o  1 f?  t  j 

filtered  water  in  increased  numbers,!  and  also  Bacilli  Col: 
fH  lofnorrijjso'ij  ‘leirme  7a  doj  Tneneei 

On  six  occasions  the  latter  numbered  more  than  five  oer 

lo  oa  arioiiiDnoo  :Ti5a3lc( 

100  c.c.  of  the  water,  and  on  four  of  these  dates  in 

February^ the'  River  water  was  turbid  and  the  temperature 

. 

low.  In  33  samples  examined  no  Bacilli  Coli  were  found 

in  ioo  c.c.,  a  good  prbof  of  the  excellency  of  the  filtration. 

on  in  bi  no  sv/On  ooriotif  brik  ;s  r,t  ihomiooz  oM  o 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. — All  the  houses  are  provided 
with  water  closets  having  flushing  cistern\and  connected 
with  the  sewers,  with  the  following  exceptions  : — There  are 
26  privies  and  55  pail  closets,  also  67  houses  having  water 
closets  not  connected  with  the  City  sewers.  All  these 
houses  are  in  districts  not  yet  sewered,  as  Tollaaine  Road, 
Astwood  Road,  Blackpole  Road,  and  part  of  the  Malvern 
iRoad  area  added  to  the  City  in  1914. 

*  *  «  •  .  ♦  ‘  *  f  f  »  4iA  'nrll  \  4  • .»  C"  Ct 

During  the  yeT?,fI2-4  houses  in  Claines  which  were  added 
do  the  City  in  ipiqPwere  connected  with  the  City  see 
Fifty-two  houses  in  fhfsGame  area  are  as  yet  hriprOVftk 
with  flushing  cisdCrns  on  the  closets. 


,,-T 


Serious  nuisance  has  occurred  from  time  to  time  in 


[Astwood  and  Blackpole  Roads  from  overflow  low.; 

I  _  .  fv  o o  f! l.fs  f  F  f  -V)  f  f  f  f  I  *  KFA  ^  f  f  "t .  if/  C 
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tesspits  of  Ilduses/ nTiiMgg fs  To  sewer  into  which  tl 


louses  can  drain,  and  ^fflouglkappiicafion  fob 

lewers  in  this  district' °fla^ ^bC^nT^ade^ fbTfe',),PrnVirstf5'J-- 

Hsli  HMteK  rty?6  10  59lqmB; 


sludge  process,. which  has  proved  au0effip^pt  jp^hod  of; 
purification.  The  dry  weather  11  o yy(  ?  o  f  ft h e; $ fyt agg  is  t\ybi 
million  gallons  daily,  and  at  present  thr^-qttartptp  ofna 
million  gallons  are  being  treated  at  thes^ruWpi/ks*;  ocYn. 
,  enquiry  has  been  held  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
sanction  of  a  loan  to  enlarge  the  Works,  and  treat  the 


whole  of.  the  sewage  bv  the  metho^vhich  has  been  found 

o  ✓ 


successful. 


rUr-14 


■*£v  -V 

T?Z 


nolil^cf^riS 


Removal  of  House  Refuse. —  House  refuse  is  removed 
weekly  by  a  staff  of  men,  horses,  and  carts  belonging  to 
and  in  the  employ  of  the  Corporation.  It  is  taken  in  the 
carts  to  various  low-lying  parts  of  the  City  and*deposited, 


finally  being  covered  with  earth.  In  the  winter  time  this 
method  is  mostly  free  from  offence,  but  in  hot  weather, 


■  . 


unless  great  care  is  taken  unpleasant  smells  arise  from  the 


a 


Oiffl 
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heap  due  to  decay  of  the  vegetable  parts  of  the  refuse. 
The  road  sweepings  are  generally  added  to  these  refuse 

o  i  l  trA\wn\  iao<\ 
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heaps. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  this  is  an  hygienic  method  of- 


% 


m. 


dealing  with  house  refuse,  and  from  time  to  time  serious 
complaints  have  been  received  from  citizens  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  these  “tips,’’  complaints  which  were  in 
most  cases  amply  justified.  The  only-  proper  way  to 
dispose  of  this  refuse  is  by  a  destruetbr,  the  prbviTion  of 
which  it  is  hoped  the  Council  will  take  into  CoffiM  derat  ion 

when  the  present  more  urgent  needs  have' ’been  satisfied. 

...  homo  tlluv  qrnfiH 

The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that  79  sanitary 
ashbins  have  been  provide^  duping  t/ijg.yeg.r^  Many  of 
the  receptacles  used  are  insanitary,  and  slffndcLbe  replaced 


ib 


by  ashMfft, * covers;  of  proper  material  and1  r.tn.-- 
Before  the  War  this  provision  was  being  made,  but  f  a 
long  time  proper  ash-bins  could  not  be  obtained,  and  *J  C 

price  now  is  much  greater  than  in  1914. 

arid  *iol  fhlaoll  lo  \nDiniU  pf|j  vo  oLul  pood  '/  a,  pu 

Jbnuo")  need  gnri  fluid  //  !  r|Jqm  ,  y 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  District. 


The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  has  furnished  the  following 
information  of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 

I  ’  1 1  e  ■  ,j  1  .  1  1  ;  S  ^  y 

Abatement  of  Nuisances. — d  here  were  942  Preliminary 

Notices  issued,  and  377  Statutory  Notices  served^by  order 
of  the  Health  Committee.  These  were  complied  with,  but 
there  was  much  delay  in  carrying  out  the  requirements  (4 
the  Health  Committee  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  labour  and 
of  materials. 

apfi ;  x\  oeorn  ot  uobun  yisnuuDy  r  mv.  ><■; 

Summary  of  Work  done  during  1919. 


Number  of  Notices  (Preliminary)  issued  ... 

„  (Statutory)  „ 

,,  Complaints  received  arid  investigated  x 
Tetters  sent  with  regard  to  Notices,  &c. 


(1 1? 

A  /  / 


,,  Notices  sent  to  Schools  re  Infectious  Disease... 
Rooms  cfeansed  and  limewashed  ... 


£  1 


Dilapidated  wads,  floors,  windows,  iCe*>  repaired  ... 
Defective  i;pofs  and  spouting  repaired 
Damp  walls  cured  ... 

Wash-houses  repaired,  cleansed  and  limewashed  ... 

,,  1  floors  ftnd  yards  repaved  and  repaired 

Glazed  storfcw'arbsiriks^  fixed 


aC  loirD  aril 


i  j  JC 


efi  'cOlDf* 


Sink  waste  and  rainwater  [dpt: s  d i s c y  i i n ec t e d i (Vc ) li i  drain /. .  34 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ioorbd  »-<li  Hsw  qtfifcfe 

Defective  drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ^  ?9,fl  n-jlfil 

Glazed  stoneware  guilty  traps  fixed  ...  .  2^ 

...  •  e  sr-iicn  qncp  noriBcrnotn  1 

.4  Water  closets  repaired,  cleansed  and  hmewashed...  ....  59 

.  .  V7 10I  oorio  is  eaaoarb 

Hushing  tanks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  241 

1  jj  Cl 
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55 

5’ 


provided  with  new  basins  and  traps 
Defective*joints  in  pans,  traps,  and  flush  pipcj^ repaired  !.. 

’  -  r  .  1  * 


Nuisances  from  overcrowding  abated 


nbd’d'o  Uii  io  t 

... 


■■ 
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j  > 


improper  keeping  of  animals 


Accumulation  of  manure  removed... 


Houses  provided  with  proper  water  supply 
.  .  . 

Sanitary  dustbins  provided  ... 


ra 


Miscellaneous 


Waste  of  water  reported  to  Water  Inspector 
.  ■  -  .  .  . 

Number  of  references  to  City  Engineer  with  regard  to 

dangerous  buildings,  paving  of  courts,  and  foul 


41 

33 
2 

2 1 

34 
*3 

79 

46 


32 


b  ft** 


street  gullies  .. 


71; 


sk-* 


Emptying  of  ashpits  and  dustbins  referred  to  the  Streets 

Superintendent  .  . 

Rooms  disinfected  after  infectious  disease... 

Samples  of  food  and  drugs  collected  for  the  City  Analyst... 

„  tap  and  well  water 

■  irno-ia  t>tOxh  Vr  fzi-K 
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16 
2  1 1 
140 
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It  \v£s  necessary  in  five  instances  to  take  proceedings  for 
failing  to  comply  with  Statutory  Notices.  One  was  for 
overcrowding,  and  four  for  insanitary  houses  which  the. 
owner  had  neglected  to  repair  after  repeated  warnings. 

&  i  L  r>fj 

■  The  work  was  carried  out  in  accord anc'eOmh  the  ATagis- 
trates’  orders.  ....  nDiJubprntnoDOB  Wl«$. 
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^  e^Bnrmb  aviloeleC 
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Elementary  Schools. — 1  hese  .  premUeja^aii©  all  supplied 
tt'ith  City  water,  and  have  w.c.syvith  flushing-  tat?ksfJ  "The' 


School  Medical  Office*,  Dr.  Marion  Andrews,  repf’W  1 
damp  wall  in  a  School  caused  by  a  defective  water  -  h 

which  was  at  once  repaired. 

....  )u/  qmi  {  f f -  "  cou 

Information  concerning  all  cases  of  notifiable  I  meed 

....... 

disease  is  at  once  forwarded  to  the  School  office,  with  * 


d 


I  L'S 


names  of  all  children  of  School  age  in  each  house 

I  :  i  • 

exposed  to  infection. 


\\  n_o  arc 


Closure  of  Schools  for  outbreaks  of  Infectious  disease 
have  been  few  during  1919.  Three  Infant  Schools  were 
closed  for  Influenza  during  March,  and  two  Infant  Schools 
for  Whooping  Cough  in  July.  After  any  outbreak  of 
Infectious  disease  the  Inspectors  disinfect  the  School 
premises. 


Factory  and  Workshops  Act. — There  were  at  the  end 

of  the  year  2 10  workshops  on  the  Register.  During  the 
year  three  had  been  given  up  and  10  added.  There  were 
47  bakehouses  in  use,  and  22  not  being  used.  In  19*4 
there  were  71  occupied  bakehouses.  Many  of  the  bake¬ 
houses  now  in  use  need  substantial  repairs  ;  they  are  kept 
as  clean  as  their  structure  will  permit.  Tlye  Inspector's 
paid  125  visits  to  these  premises. 


The  following  defects  were  found,  and  were 

o  1 

when  the  attention  of  the  owner  or  occupier  w ap  called  R 

.1  IT]  doirlv;  aoauoi 

them  0)  v  1 

PtiiiUn B7>  bolr.oqo-i  n,,cijl 

Want  of  clean Unes^  ,  ... 

. ;  L .  0  '  1  ,  J  1  . 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  .... 


Ol-Ul 


1 1 
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Defective  drainage 
Accumulation  of  ere  fuse 
Other  deject?,}  vuiri>  b.  ’  :  ,.a 


1  i  — -.gloorDS 
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His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Factories  notified  six  cases  of 
infringements  of  the  Public  Health  Ac.t>sp  albrbf  which 
were  at  once  dealt  with.  ,  vr  > 

fSffofcL  JJJ-I  ‘  '  .  ,  .  .  rp 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  were  nine  registered 
Common  Lodging  Houses-  at  the  end  of  the  year,  two 
having  closed  during  1919.  Tke  byelaws  were  complied 

with  by  the  person  registered“The  houses^&re  all  old  in 

- 

structure,  and  not  well  adapted  for  the  purpose.  One 
hundred  and  twenty-six  inspections  of  these  houses  were 

•  -  -  made  during  the  year. 
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Houses  let  in  Lodgings. — There  are  1 1  of  these  premises, 

and  the  byelaws  regulating  them  have  been  fairly^well  kept, 

but  there  have  been  too  many  persons  occupying  the  rooms 
Sl¬ 
at  times,  caused  .by  the  acute  shortage  of  houses  in  the 

g*-j  ^  f  )  1  [  ^  *t  *  -  ('*  |  r'  * 

;v  City.  The  Inspectors  paid  48  visits  to  these  houses. 

V  ~V«S 


Offensive  Trades. — The  following  is  a  list  of  these 

trades,  all  of  which  are  subject  to  byelaws: — * 

,  r  .  ■  T  ricoritf 

rish  trying 

Tripe  boiling  ... 

Fellmongers  ... 

Hide,  skin,  and  fat  dealers 
Gut  scrapers  ... 

Rag  and  bone  dealers 


fflr. 


Sa 
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w 
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5 

3 


e.  • 

44:* 

IV  > 

too* 

“  .aW 

W? 

Wj, 

Ph"1 
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All  the  premises  where  these  trades  are  carried  on  are 

periodically  inspected,  and  were  f o u Vi d  1 ' IteS  b& i ke p t  in  a 

satisfactory’  state,  and  the  byelaws  Jbbsei“ve£l. J ;  '  :  c 

Orib  brn-  fcrrnjBl  gnirmjoTir/a  s/O 

Slaughterhouses.— There  are  31  registergdr  Slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  City,  eight  of  these  were  not  used  during  the 


r  I 


year.  Nearly  the  whole  of  the  slaughtering  of  animals  - 
food  has  beep  done  at  the  Municipal  abattoir. 

;  /  Thei  work  of  inspection  of  the  carcases  has  been  w  _ 

A  I  ...  .  t  ■  'e>  -  i- 

and  thoroughly  done  by  your  Chief  I  nsptet' t.  Mr.  K.f;.h 

Taylor,  who  has  given  a  great  deal  of  time  arid  enerm 

.  '  , 

the  work. 

•jjgog  odl  \6 

In  a  later  paragraph  it  will  be  seen  that  the  amount  «>f 

i  i  O .  «  :  ^  i 

unsound  food  condemned  has  been  more  than  20  tons,  and 

}  > : O  1 !  £>  0  '  ..  Ci 

the  great  increase,  as  compared  with  fonftej  years.  has  been 
due  to  the  close  inspection  of  the  carcases  of  animals 
killed  at  the  abattoir. 

The  number  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  last 
three  years  is  as  follows  :  — 


Number  of  Beasts. 


.. 


)  * 


Sheep  . 

Calves . 

Pork  ldg.s  . 
Bacon  Pigs 

o 


Charges  for 
Slaughtering 

IS. 

3d- 

6,1. 

6d. 

is. 


1918 

902 

6071 

180 

1603 


To  March  31  si 
1919 

...  12^3 


i  or' 


14638 
1  136 

13P 

1  67 


SSoS 


.185  1 7 


191S 

i  H 


Amounts  received  for 


h  r 

c'l'jCis 


:Om 

1919 
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...2111" 

•  733 
8^2 

..  375 
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Slaughtering  . 


no  boirmo  ow  eobrvij 


1 6S  12  3  31 6  1 

>nb  0‘irfi'.'/  acoirn 


47S  2  3 

PC-  of  21  fedke 


i  ic  Milk  Supply*  — The  C'ity  lies  in  the  mice  of  21  feet 

'  r 

agricu!turalvclisi»ict,,..and,Jtlief  milk  is  broiijit  chrecr  t»o 

,  Uri-k 

the  surrounding  farms  and  distributed  td  :hr- 
Tiie  am  a  .mt  bn  night  to  §1 C d(Ji+r . £s&  at  atHs 

vuimb  b o?.d  i>  n  0*107/  oaodi  lq  Jrfgh  .viiO  or!)  ni  aA?.is  *d 


of  the  total  consuinpdon.,  ita'itheofiity  eight 

fiOlflV/  II J  l  //  cllOlJnrliiiioJ*  #  r  1 

covv-keepers  and  60  purveyor^  ^fomdlfo  vlaE&feni&owsheds 

Regulations  are  well  kept  general! v  :  the  periodic  cleansing 

■  °  .  1  c&mpb  Jfeo«i  tY  Tr  b 

and  limewashwig  of  the  cowsheds  is  carried  opt.  but  neither 

&  p  a.nnar.orn  ^rTbgfiriU 

the  cows  nor  the  floors  of  the  cowsheds  are  kept  as  clean 

Id  ftoiteniminrrod  nrdnf 

as  they  should  be,  nor  are  the  milkers’  hands  and  clothing 
as  cleanly  as  is  necessary  for  tfiis  work.' 

The  Inspectors  paid  76  visits  during  the  year  to  the 
Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 


.••A 
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Under  the  Sales  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  63  samples  of 
milk  were  examined.  Of  these  58  proved  to  be  genuine. 
The  remaining  five  samples  were  dealt  with  as  follows  :  — 


Number  of 
Samples. 


Result. 


I 

I 
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Extent  of  Deficiency. 

10  5  per  cent,  deficient  in  non-  Firfe  Afoo  and 
fattv  solids  .  /A  2s.  od.  Costs 

i8'3  per  cent,  deficient  in  fat  Fine  ^3 

25  percent,  deficient  in  fat...  Warned  by  Health 

•  ijd  r;npv  fen 7/  Ctftimdttee 

20  per  cent,  deficient  in  nonn:ov  Ctec^elismissed  on 
fatty  solids  question  of  war- 

bits 

2 2 ‘ 3  per  cent,  deficient  in  non-  Fine  ^’10  and 
fatty  solids  1  i;  /A  is.  od.  Costs 

.  - 1,7°  j | j-; of ia 

samples  of  milk  have  been  examined  during  the  year 
for  the  detection  of  the  Tubercle  Bacillus,  nor  for  contamin¬ 
ation  by  dirt  such  as  obtains  access  to  the  mjlk  where  the 
conditions  relating  to  the  middiVg  ‘bifid  transport  are  in¬ 
sanitary  or  careless/ e  Sub'h  concisions  are  , by  .no  means 

"a  :  PV>,  [  qflj  vd  lied  ssv; 

Uncommon  and  are  the  roshli fof  "either  'carelessness  or 

Lvj  i.  bee/  a  on  l  10 
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ignorance  in  the  persons  handfohg1  tTie  'milk.  Milk  is  the 
food  of  children  and  invalids;  Doth  Jfes'sb's1  Bel p.S peculiarly 
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susceptible  to  those  contaminations  with  which  milk,  when 
k.v  carelessly  handled,  is  particular!)'  liable. 


It  is  most  desirable  and  necessary  that  much  more 
stringent  measures  should  be  taken  to  protect  the  public 

f  i-  r,- 1  i- 

from  contamination  of  this  most  essential  food. 

id jolo  brie  abfiBfi  eiodlirh  ord  o:r  ion  eou  oiuof.^  M-y 

Milk  and  Cream  Regulations,  1912  &  1917.— The 

Analyst  has  reported  as  follows  on  the  samples  submitted 
to  him  : — 

i.  Milk  and  Cream  not  sold  as  Preserved  Cream  : 
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a. 

Number  of  samples 
examined  for  the 
presence  of  a 
preservative. 

.  6  a 


Cream  .  2 


b. 

Number  in  which  a 
preservative  was 
reported  to  be 
present. 

o 

o 


2.  Cream  sold  as  preserved  Cream  : 

No  sample  was  purchased  during  the  year. 

b btySri  .Mi  -TJn  r"  ; 

There  was  very  little  cream  or  preserved  cream  on  .1  . 

during  the  year. 

.»  ooAiJp 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918.— r  I  his  Ord^r 
was  made  in  February.  1918,  and  was  put  in  force  very 
shortly  after.  Milk  had  been  provided  for  no  others 
children  previous  to  this  Order  by  the  WorccM-r  In  font 
Health  Society  so  far  as  their  funds  would  hUow-  1 
regulations  regarding  the  supply  of  milk  r:  Tripled  ^ 

“  necessitous  "  cases;,  and  the  definition  61  tfo-  ccncl»t>on 
was  left  bv  the  Local  .Govern rner.t  Board  "to  to  rliooeli^ 
of  the  Local  Authority." 

t  C 

The  MI  in  is  try  .of  [Health,  in  a  Circular  letter  cOtcc  C 
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her  14th,  1919,  pressed  “  up^okflS aR/iAiuthorities  the 
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importance  qf  nixing  fu i  1; : us‘e0 of j &&§:>£*<!>  Wfirfo avh  ich  they 


possess  under  the  Milk  O.rdeiis  Mid  thoaxMaterinity  and 
Child  Welfare  Act  tp  .secure  thaR  myqtherir//  and  young 
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children  in  their  area  are  n.ojt  deprived  threxughothe  increase 
in  price  of  the  necessary  supply,  with  the  inevitable  detri¬ 
mental  consequences  to  thcuijea  1-th,”  In  another  paragraph 


of  this  Circular  letter  the  Ministry  of  Health  strongly  urged 
that  handbills  should  be  distributed  informing  the  public 


of  the  facilities  that  existed  for  obtaining  a  proper  and 
sufficient  supply  of  milk  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  children  under  five  vears  of 'acre. 


There  were  at  once  ;,ooo  leaflets  distributed  through  the 


-  t*i  , 


City  by  the  help  of  the  Health  Visitors  and  through  the 
Elementary  Schools. 

The  working  of  this  scheme  was  much  facilitated  by  the 
possession  by  the  Council  of  a  well  equipped  Dairy,  which 
was  taken  over  by  the  Council  in  October,  1 9 1  S ,  as  men- 
tioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for  that  year.  ..Iiuthat  Report 


it  was  pointed  out  that  the  milk  which  this  Dairy  l#ad  been 

.  W 

supplying  in  the  City  would  in  all  probability  have  been  I 


sent  elsewhere  had  the  Dairy  been  cldsed,  as  would  have 

happened  if  the  Council  had  not  purchased  it. 

_ hi c.vn  or 

The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  children  attending 
the  Centres,  arnkthd  opening  of  the  Airte-watal  Centre  in 
May,  caused  a  great  demand  lor  milk.  Milly  j*\  always  ar 

expensive  food,  and  the  much  higher  prices  that  obtained 

\  Cj-.rnC  .  .  . .  ^n£gf°  hop  mmcu 

owing  to  war  conditions  made  it  impossible  for  a  large 

number  of  wage  framing  families  to  purchase  it.  1  he 
Health  Visitors,  by  their  work. .in  thermit yffoiotwelve .year 
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pasb.uHavdi  e^ea^Q^ed  to  impress  on  the  mothers  the 
i)  d  absolute  necessity  of' milk  as  food  when  the  breast  feeding 
-s  /  drha&ddasedJ  i¥'he  absehce  of  milk  from  the  diet  of  children 
betweemth^age  of  nine  months  and  five  years  has  disastrous 
effect  on  the  growth  and  development  of  the  child,  and  is 
the  chief  cause  of  Rickets,  defective  and  early  decaying 
teeth,  stunted  growth,  and  a  loss  of  power  to  resist  the 
attacks  of  the  infectious  diseases  to  which  at  those  ages 
they  are  especially' liable. 

£  r<£f •  ’£>'•&& u O ! * '  O j ic A'*  v.«n :■>  »:<*»>  si)-*  ■>'*■*}  •'»  * } 

Unsound  Food. — During  the  year  the  following  food  has 
been  destroyed  as  being  diseased,  unsound,  or  unwhole¬ 
some  : — 


'  '  -  o  V  n  ■  _  :  ■ 

Article, 

Cattle. 

19  carcases  and  all  organs 

.  :  ■  :  .  : ' 

51  organs... 

j  r  r  r  ;  .  t . ,  .  <’  !  i  .  ■  f  r  r  V 

68  heads' and  tongues 
71  sets  of  lungs  ... 

17  livers  ...  1  id  ... 

i  : ' rnnU  airht  unni //  dinn  m 

Pigs.  . 

1  w:,r 

9  carcases  and  all  organs 

[  f)  \  \  _  ’  f*  J  i  .  U  •-/ 1  j  -•  l T  J  JU  ; 

2S  heads  andrall  organs  ... 


Cause  of  Condemnation. 

Generalised  Tuberculosis 
Localised  do. 


Do. 

Do. 

Do 


Generalised 
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iq  heads  ... 


Localised 

Do. 


i  j. 


do. 
<f  iJ 

clfb. 


do. 

do 

do 
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Carcase  and  organs  of  1  calf  ...  Generalised  cio. 
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S  carcases  ana  Organs  ..  ...  pmaciauon  cue  k 
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i  carcase  and  organs  . ..  ...  Leucocwr;  -  r  .  rf 
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Article. 
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5  carcases  and  organs  ... 

I 

i  carcase  and  organs 

n  ! j  !  iaovl  .  . 


.aloiliA 

•  . !  n ?/j  {Copdemnat  ion . 


Pyrexia 
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29  heads  and  tongues 

r  f  . 5  I 

«Ah  organs  of  19  cattle,  354  livers, 
142  lungs,  13  tripes 


g-30J£rrj< 

Septic  Peritonitis 

>9oJcjoq  .10  no:  1 

..  .  Septic  Metritis 

A 

Black  Qu&m 
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(bull)  ... 

Actinomycosis 
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Locally  diseased 
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sat* 


Sheep. 
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22  carcases  and  all  organs 
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JJ 

JJ 


JJ 
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Hydremic  Cachexia 
Asphyxia 
Pleurisy 
Peritonitis 


497  livers,  307  lungs 

vw,' 


Natural  death 

TfeO?*5  ••gn  2  •.{*•; 


Parasitic  diseases 
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Pigs. 
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>•  ‘u  ’jJOQtKn  Dfcfeh 

...  Rachitis,  Emaciation 


7  carcases  and  organs 
1  carcase  and  organs 
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dpofft  Natural  death 
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Calves. 
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3  carcases  and  organs  ...  ...  White  Scour 

O  tD 

3 


iW 


2 


jj 

j  j 


m 


■i  \ 

#4 


,, 

J  i  J  i  ■■  _  ^ 

Immaturity 
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866  lbs.  of  meat...  .  v  ....  Unwhole.someness  due  0 
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injury  during  life 
844  lbs.  of  frozen  beef  ...  '.lbifhn ^Mouldy,  decompositior 
22  lbsi 1  of  bacon d  .:-orliPfOD  YXsn  Decomposition 
546  lbs.  of  flour  ... 

15  boxes  of  kippers  ...  ...‘ 

2  barrels  of  herrings  ... 

280  lbs.  of  cod,  hake 


Decomposition 

Do. 

Do. 


20 
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Article. 

.14  lbs.  iff* elates  ... 

720  lbsJ'of  ‘tfematoes  " 

Bflirtcdiia'i  ohqoB 

1  ton  of  potatoes 

idhjoM  DtjqoB,  •  ,  ... 
*  cases  or  chickens 
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.slain/. 


Cause  of  Condemnation. 
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Black  spot 

8riB2lO  uric  eaapifiD  1 

Frost  bitten 


124  tins  of  condensed  milk,  fruit, 


Decomposition 
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hsh,  etc. 
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The  total  weight  of  food  condemned  was  20  tons  7  cwts. 
2  qrs.  7  jibs.  The  whole  of  this  food,  with  one  exception, 
was  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  respective  owners. 

In  top. 8,  9 h  tons  were  condemned  ;  in  1917,  6|  tons  ; 
and  iipppiO,  4  tons  4  cwt. 


This  great  increase  of  meat  that  has  been  condemned 

g 

has  resulted  from  the  examination  of  all  carcases  by  a 
skilled  Inspector  ;  and  the  fact  that  his  judgment  was  good 
and  fair  is  shown  by  the  voluntary  surrender  of  the 
con d etp  nod  meat. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drug’s  Acts.--The  total  number  cl 

samples  submitted  to  the  Analyst  in  1910  was  140.  Of 

these  92  were  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Fobd  and 

Acts,  and  48  were  test  samples. 

^•iocfv/n’J  .  .«  .  h/c!  ,  a  4.  1  r  . 

T>r ....  (t.  Qf  :the  92  samples  taxen  under  the  Acts,  80  were  cere- 

;j,in(n.cd  t^;^ genuine  anTsixas  adulterated  ;  of  the  4?  test 

samplp^  31)  were  certified  to  be.  genuine  and  mne  <*s 
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The  following  table.  shoMrs;r4h;eCamoinTt  of  adulterat  ] 

C  # 

during  the  past  three  yearsjbffrafnfi’ff 

i qi 7  1 9 1 S  1919 

...  ooi  /i  —  ~ 

i  |  Wib7/0<  n  “S’  *« 

— —  -  *  -  .;g  >-■  S’-  2 

-I  T‘S  nii  I  S'  I  ! 

Analyses  .  ...  90  51  ...  87  50  ...  92  7 

Adulterated  .  15  3  ...  9  2  ...  6 

Adulterated  per  cent. .  167  5^9  ...  io’3  g'o  ...  6*5  18  : 

Amounts  of  Fines  and 

Costs . 7^11  10s.  od.  £60  3s.  od.  ,£49  4s.  I, 

Honey. — One  sample  of  Honey  taken  under  the  Salof 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  proved  to  be  adulterated  with  35  r 
cent.  Commercial  Glucose  Syrup.  The  case  was  brou  t 
before  the  Magistrates,  but  it  was  dismissed  on  the  quest  n 
of  warranty.  .  i-t 

ft/3f£5u  r  J u o  i  1  ^  '  ■ 

■V:/yi  -aril  ^nnub  :  arinc  ■ 

List  of  Samples  collected  during  the  year.— 

H  Z  Formal.  Inforn, 

t  ®°1  A  ,•  i  isiJfiq  sy&xt 01  I 

i\o.  Adul-  Article.  ^ 

Exd.  terated.  -  c  7  2  c  7 

.  xoqdBn-ie)  ,•  | 

12  Butter  ...  ...  9  —  | 

7  —  Coffee  ..  yd  3b3tn'^ te q  I 

2  —  Cheese  ...  ...  a  2 

2  —  Cream  •%...  ...  —  —  2 

2  —  Castpr  Oil  ...  vAflO"^1d/di  j3VtsDf  I 

1  —  ■ ;  Camphorated  Oil  riciLJOt  ~l  — -*1 1  '  f  I 

2  ~ iflT  DrlPP,nSorl)-fii  aaanp  O'c  annuls-  •  •_  ■ 

6  I  Honey  0,tJ-.to  s?l|9i£V?B  J»  y  ■ 

2  — ' '  djafflroft  oX  -.blift»-n99d  wd  3^-lb  9fl  i  °l 

.oeriUDOO  cBQ  uTbJu  ^ ^ 

4  —  Hard...  ...  .t.  2  —  2 
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Milk  ... 
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14  Mint...  ...  5^  5  J4 

rmjo:  Margarine  ...  ..B[il7/^  — ..  2 

—  ,  Marmalade  ...  ...;  ,(i  srlTj^niJ  — 

“  U  i  PePPer  v«w- 
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Rice  ... 

Powder,  Raking 
Quinine,  Ammoniated 


r8 


Tincture  of 


140 
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86 
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Eight  of  these  samples  were  taken  direct  from  the  cows  and  were 
below  the  standard  laid  down  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 


Prevalence  of  and  control  over 
Infectious  Diseases. 

-boB&rfnwo  th  a  ,w  ”  3  vr.  'p  , 

Smallpox. — There  has  not  been  any  case  of  Smalipox 

notified  during  the  year. 

/  oiii .  •gnrr 

The  Smallppx  Hospital  in  the  Tolladine  Road  is  always 
in  readiness  to  receive  patients. 

r  JT  j  - 
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Public  Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations, 

1917. — No  primary  vaccinations  nor  re-vaccinations  have 
been  performed?,  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under 
these  Regulations. 
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Scarlet  Fever, —Only  26  cases  were1  notified  during  in- 
year.  This  is  the  fourth  year  in  succession  that  tne  city 

'  —  .  .  i  _  s , 

has  had  less  thane  50  cases  in  the  -\;,ear.  There  has.  Deer. 

^  .  \  l  —  J 

no  great  prevalence  of  the  disease  'since  1913.  4  he  tyre 

of  the  disease  has  been- mild.  No  death  has  occurred. 
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Of  the-  26  cases, :  (dud wei^HsdCbhdkfy. -'Twenty  of  th 
patients  (77  per  cent.)  were  removed  tty  (fie  City  Hospit, 

for  isolation  and  treatment.  There  HVdretiib3^  return  ”  case 

op.ofl'l  lo  aoffiof!  orlJ  is  og&niiH'D’ 


not  0*10-7/  gcio&tocji 

Diphtheria. — There  were  97  cases  notified,  10  wei 

secondary  cases.  I  welve  or  the  patients  were  treated  ; 
home,  and  85  (87  per  cent.)  were  removed  to  Hospita 
Two  young  children  were  admitted  direct  into  the  Gen  err 


Infirmary  urgently  needing  tracheotomy,  but  the  operatic 
did  not  succeed  in  saving  their  lives.  There  were  thn 
other  deaths  from  this  disease,  all  in  children. 

There  was  an  increase  of  this  disease  during  1919 
compared  with  the  four  preceding  years,  and  the  disea 
was  unduly  prevalent  in  the  Arboretum  district  and  tl 
northern  end  of  the  City. 

The  medical  men  are  making  considerable  use  of  tl 

bacteriological  examination  of  swabs  from  persons  cor 

# 

plaining  of  sore  throat.  The  cost  of  this  is  paid  by  tl 


City.  The  antitoxin  of  Diphtheria  is  supplied  fre  , 


and  can  be  obtained  at  any  time,  day  or  night.  Patienj 
are  removed  to  Hospital,  with  few  exceptions,  on  the  san 


day  that  the  notification  is  received,  .which  is  frequent  j 
done  by  telephone.  In  the  case  of  patients  who  are  goii 
to  Hospital  it  is  seldom  that  antitoxin  is  administer! 
previous  to  admission.  d:  I  no  a  -  fie  Wo  instances  medic 
practitioners  have  administered  the  antitoxin  to  membc 

of  the  family fiUft^Px^d^B^o^Sfection. 

•  M:J  ‘  no  oSiot  oi.ni  orrmo  anoitslihgofl  (.ojo 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever.;-  Hpur  cases  o\  the 
diseases  have,  beep:  notified,  ^rye^jpf  -theHormer  (one  co 
traded  elsewhere)  and  :onp-nofot^r}^t^;;.: ..One  case 
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FypK^jeJ  ,and  the  .Paratyphoid  case  were  treated  at  home 
.  ,  /:oiieJ;a|  [Qoperalj  Infirmary  .-(removed  there  before  note  ft. 
>  ;  J.  at  Newtown  Hospital.  No  defects  ci 

drainage  at  the  homes  of  these  persons  were  found. 

oi  .jjdJion  aaa/jQ 

All  the  patients  recovered  from  their  illness. 

.  .  /  i  :  J  ; 

The  average  annual  number  of  cases  notified  during  the 
last  seven  years  has  been  eight,  whereas  in  the  prcvioi 
seven  yea  14  (1905- 1 1)  the  number  was  23. 


i 


Acute  Poliomyelitis.  )  No  cases  of  these  diseases 
Acute  Polioencephalitis.  J  were  reported  during  the 

year. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever. — One  case  only  was  reported  of 
this  disease.  The  patient  was  a  child  2 \  years  old.  The 
meningococcus  was  found  in  cultures  made  from  the  spinal 
fluid.  The  child  died.  No  spread  of  infection  occurred, 
and  swabs  taken  from  the  parents  were  “  negative.” 

O.iqqrj?.  si  nnofbdqiG  to  uixojnnn  •  0?;  j  .  j  j 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — Two  cases -of  this  disease 
were  notified,  and  one,  a  girl  aged  15,  died.  I  he  other- 
patient,  so  woman  aged  41,  recovered.  Thdte  wa-'  no 
connection  between  the  cases.  Full  clinical  report®  were 
sent  to  the;  Medical  Officer  of  the  Local  r.  ment 

-e:  Board  at/ Las  request.  >  ini  t 

rn  of  niz.o;,itfi£  orb  bsaotainif  ,  Tq 

The  Public  Health  (Pneumonia,  Malaria,  DysenK-rj. 
rfoOJ  .  uB  to.  f  .  _ 

etc.)  Regulations  came  into  force  on  March  i«-»  j9‘9 
and  mcdidfl/^3a&fftifeki^7%<%r^fi§afti<flrl<Si'pfcn  to  notify  ztt 
cases "df  estates  ffiehtibtted  in  thfeR^d^ulati  n-  thol 

camewmdFP  their  Tare.  o'ilvi  . 
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Pneumonia,  Acute  Primary  \sdife  I020  cases 

notified  during  the  vear,  and  three  of  these  died.  The  deaths 


registered  fro  in,  J- op  a  i>  Pneumonia  wevoodROmuM  those  from 
pneumonia  gigh^i(  The  1 20  notified  distributed 

as  follows equine  in  the  month  of  MgrchyTix  in  the  2nd 

llbir.u  TiSTTit  no.  w 


■  'quarter,  one  in  the  3rd,  and  four  in  the  hist  qhh'rter.  The 

large  proportion  of  eases  in  the  month  of  March  is  probably 

« '  ■  ■  1 '  '  '  •' '  1  |  I 

5.  All:  ■  due  to  two  causes,  one,  that  notification  began  on  March  1st 
and  cases;  were  notified  then  that  had  been  ill  for  some 

i  ■  -■ 

days  previously,  and  secondly,  that  Influenza  was  epidemic 
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at  that  time. 
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Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia. — norty-one  cases  were 


.  notified,  38  of  which  were  reported  in  the  month  of  March. 
There  was  in  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  an  epidemic  of 
Influenza,  and  31  deaths  fiom  Influenza  were  registered; 
during  the  second  quarter  only  three  deaths  were  registered. 

5  j 

Pneumonia  was  stated  to  be  a  secondary  cause  of  death  in 
16  of  these  cases.  During  the  third  and  fourth  quarters 
no  cases  were  notified. 
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There  was  not  the  great  scarcity  of  doctors  and  nurses 
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during  this  epidemic  as  was'  so  unfortunately  the  case  1 
'  1918. 
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Malaria, —  During  the  year  2S  ex-service  men  were 

r,ihrtbu-i  .eioflt  om. 

notified  by  medical  men  as  haDhg  had  attacks  of  Malaria. 

T  'iMvf  uornrj-jr-.  n 

The  men  were  all  written  to  anJdl  asked  to  come  f^r  an 

interview,  and  Vearl-v  eveifft  on:  dfTW6k!W\!!  of  them  had 
,  '  f  .. ...... .  <  ;o>  rno’u 

been  serving  in  tlje  aypjies:  fighithi1^  in  The  East,  and  con- 

o,  tracted  the  disease  cl li ring  the  War.  The  men  had  all 
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been  under  treatment  in  Army  hospitals,  and  the  severitv 
ofuthe/  inMa[f  k'tTa<&?  had  WeeF  gfEMly  modified." 

t[T  .bsib  9?,Sfino  09-lfl) 

Dj'^ejiter}f.r^Tiv.o;(men  ;  were'  nBtificd,  both  ix-service 
me.prjvtid  WiCre  sent  by  their  panel  doctor  to  the  Militarv 
Hospital  at  Norton.  They  were  interviewed  after  their 

discharge  from  Hospital,  and  advised  as  to  the  precautions 

•  •  •  ■ 

they  should  take  against  the  spread  of  infection. 

J  1  ,  .  !  .  .  __  g,  .  t/)  .  r.f,  )  (1j  ‘  Ufj  . 
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Hospital  accommodation  for  Infectious  Diseases 

is  provided  at  the  City  Hospital,  Newtown  Road,  and  is 
ample  for  the  needs  of  the  City.  It  consists  of  separate 
blocks  of  buildings  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  and 
Typhoid  Fever.  A  large  proportion  (So  per  cent,  to  90  per 
cent.)  of  the  patients  notified  are  removed  there  for  isola¬ 
tion  and  treatment. 

.  ;T;  ’  ■ '  :  ‘  . 

There  are  also  attached  to  the  Hospital  pavilions  for  the 

'  ; 

hospital  treatment  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis.  Accomirxj- 

.  t"l  V.  "  V  j 

dation  is  provided  for  1  3  men,  14  women,  and  seven 

children.  There  are  also,  two  small  wards  containing  two 

:  p:  1  Ml>  Vrl  ,  , 

beds  each,  where  in  cold  weather  the  severe  and  feeble 

cases  can  be  treated. 

.  - 1  ->o  hi) ok k 0 >.  15 1 1 O’! g  [ ‘  ' 

The  chemical  analyses  and  bacteriological  work  is  done 

locally  at  the  laboratories  at  the  Shirehall.  The  Citwxvater 
is  examined  bacteriological!}’  weekly,  and  at  such  other 
times  as  the  City  Engineer  requires.  All  the  analyses  of 
food  are  done  there,  including  some  pathological  bSttcWo- 
logical  specimens'  from  the  abattoir. 

,  .  ‘  ,  '?  r  r 

A  very  large  nurpber  of  examinations  729.  ot  '‘swaps 
from  sore  threats  were vtnadep  including1  alT  the'  cases  oj 
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Scarlet  FeVLLaHmrtkdd  tbfbffiTCity  Hospital  ,*  and  the  cases 

of  DiphtheYiad^rii^iQti^'fd  disdhlYft>e.r  '*  ,J,L>  'V 

ffh/y  ?iiioi)r>ci  T>  ^moS  .to  fiB  noin  nan 

cases 

the  detection  of  the  tubercle  bacillus. 

V  obi  o?.b,  si  dVlnVlI  lo  a oo rid O  \i)o\\rM  srl  1 

Tuberculosis. — The  scheme  for  the  prevention  and 

r  J'Y 

treatment  of  this  disease  was  approved  by  the  City  Council 
in  the  autumn  of  1912,  and  at  once  accommodation  for 
patients  was  provided  in  the  Blocks  of  the  City  Hospital 
which  were  seldom  used,  and  in  Shelters  erected  in  the 
grounds.  Building  was  commenced  in  the  Hospital  grounds, 
the  plans  being  approved  by  the  Local  Government 
Board.  The  pavilion  for  women  and  children  was  occu¬ 
pied  on  December  9th,  1914,  and  the  men’s  pavilion  on 
January  13th,  1915.  These  buildings,  with  five  shelters 
adjoining,  provide  accommodation  for  15  women,  seven 
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children,  and  13  men.  There  have  been  reserved  also  ten 

:T^nom;n({  v>rrfs 

beds  at  Knightwick  Sanatorium — five  tor  men  and  five  for 
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women. 
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This  accommodation  has  beenoample  for  the  needs  of 
the  City,  both  for  insured  and  non-insured  persons,  and  for 
some  cases  of  Non-pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  During  1919 
the  Local  Government  Board  sanctioned  the  use  of  two 
small  wards  of  two  beds  each,  built  in  1898  as  isolation 
wards  for  doubtful  cases  of  infectious  disease,  for  verv 

*  0 

advanced  cases  which  could  not  be  treated  in  the  open-air 
cubicles.  These  wards  have  been  used  for  such  cases  since 
the  beginning  of  April,  1919,  and  have  been  found  very 
useful. 
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Non-pulmonary\  cases  requiring  surgical  treatment 

admitted  into  the  wards  qVit-he  Worcester  Genera !  Jnfr. 

-  bfiB  JfitiqsoTl  virJ  urn  yj  **** 

mary.  and  pa^met^d^  yqa^effiy  theiCfty  Council  for  d.eir 
maintenance.  Some  of  these  patients  wlfb  do  not  l|c-.cc1 
activd3sfiJ^gical  treatment  are  admitted  to  Newtown  Hospital 
fed*'1  donV^lescence,  and  thereby  receive  much  benefit. 

The  T\Ied ical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  and  there  is  also  a  whole-time  Nurse  for  this  work. 
The  Nurse  visits  the  home  of  the  person  notified,  and 
obtains  certain  facts  which  are  entered  on  a  record  sheet. 

.  1 1  •  .  -  * 

Subsequent  visits  are  made  to  encourage  the  patient  to 
carrv  out  the  advice  given  bv  the  medical  man  in  attend- 
ance,  or  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  if  the  patient  is  coming 
to  the  Dispensary.  The  Nurse  also  requests  any  “contacts’ 
of  the  patient  to  come  to  the  Dispensary  for  examination 
if  not  in  good  health,  and  if  their  doctor  is  willing  for  them 
to  do  so. 

H 
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There  were  119  persons  notified  during  the  vear,  89 

*  Q 

being  Pulmonary;  and  30  Non-pulmonary.  Or  the  09 

'Tfi  lot  ovrf — ... . 

Pulmonary  cases, 45  were  males  (iqof  these  were  ex-serv? ce 
men)  and  44  were  females.  Of  the  30  Non-pul me  nary 
cases,  16  were  males  (four  being  ex-service  men;  ami 
were  females;  1  k 
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Of  thfse patient^  §2p>  i  jrere.  admitted  to  Kmghtwick 

Sanatorium  and  32  to  Newtown  Hospital. 

- — — - — 

Of'the  P19  patients;  23  died  within  twelve  months  of 
the  time  the  notification  was  -received.  Ten  of  these  died 

1  ■ 


within  one  month,  nine  others  within  three  months,  four 
others  within  six  months. 


The  Dispensary  is  open  for  three  clinics  each  week.  A 
total  of  417  persons  attended  and  1631  attendances  were 
made  by  them.  Of  these  persons  92  were  contacts  many 
of  them  children  who  were  kept  under  observation  for 
many  months  ;  and  34  were  sent  by  doctors  for  examina¬ 
tion  and  report  and  were  seen  subsequently  at  intervals  if 
the  doctor  so  wished.  Some  of  both  these  classes  were 
sent  to  Kmghtwick  or  Newtown  for  a  month’s  residence 
for  observation. 


Knightwick  Sanatorium. — The  City  Council  had  eight 
reserved  beds  at  this  Institution.  Thirty-one  persons  were 
treated  there  during  the  rear.  Of  the  20  men  admitted  15 
were  ex-service  -men. 

7  _ _ _ — 7^'  1  ofT'SCi  --  5  \  ^  dd, 


Newtown  Hospital. — There  were  88  persons  treated  l*u~ 

during  the  year.  Of  these  38  were  men  and  17  boys  und 

12.  and  21  women  and  12  girls.  Of  the  38  men- 23  v'we 
•  -  ...... 

ex-service  men.  .Several  iof  the  patients  remained  m<- 

months,  and  eight-died  thereg 

-  _ _  -  —  ■  y  e  _  | 

Never  sincejthe  passing  of  The  Insurance  -Act  has  hbtdc/ 

been  any  “waiting  list”  of  persons  who  had  been  0  cbfr 

••  _ _ _ 1  j 

and;w'h:oAv^re  willing  to  go  to  a  residential  institution  ^nc 
this  ’•  staitenftnt  applies ^to  both  insuied  ami  •  on-m-afCc 
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adults  and  t^eir  depejid^its. 
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Year  after  year  a  number  of  persons, /about  20  per  cent. 

**j'  v*Sp 

of  the  cases  notified,  are  in  an  advancedlstageUf  the  disease 
when  they  first  come  to  the  notice  of  the  TLdcal  Authority, 

*aV 

and  all  that  can  be  done  for  them  does  not  present  a  fatal 
result  within  a  few  months.  The  causes  of  this  are  various. 
If  the  patient  is-  the  breadwinner  of  the  family,  he  or  she 
struggles  on  to  earn  a  living,  and  does  not  seek  medical 
help  in  the  early  stages  of  the  disease,  even  when  they  sus- 
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pect  what  is  amiss  with  their  health.  Unless  some  means 

can  be  arranged  for  the  maintenance  of  the  family  in  such 

cases  this  is  likely  to  continue.  When  a  person  is  suspected 

of  the  disease  and  is  offered  Sanatorium  treatment,  to  be 

under  observation  for  a  short  time,  this  offer  is  declined 
. 

often  because  of  the  fear  that  residence  in  a  Sanatorium 
■  will  prevent  their  employment  subsequent  to  the  term  of 
treatment.  This  fear  of  infection  is  greatly  exaggerated* 
by  the  general  public.  There  is  agreement  on  all  hands 
that  persons  suffering  from  advanced  disease  are  dangerous 

to  others  under  the  conditions  that  exist  in  manu  of  the 

•  •.  ••  •  * 

working  class  houses,,  and  that  the  segregation  of  such 
individuals  will  certainly  tend  towards  lessening  the  spread 
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of  the  disease.  If  the  community  demands  that  such 
individuals  must  be  segregated,  the  comm'umtv  must  see 

j ...  T,  >  Y  i  |  ( !  T  t  1  'l :  c  ’ r  l  j  C)  "t  rp  r  ?  '*  *  I 

also  that  the  families  of  such  mdividuars'  are  adequately 

provided  for  when  the  patient  is  the  breadwinner. 

r  1  . . .aag&saiCI 

In  Worcester  no  Care-;  Conpmjthgg  haa^yqt  been  set  up. 

This' step  has  bCenasuggested  year, after  vear  and  the  work 

1  •  -  \  '*■  rtfiSu  orfj 

of  the  campaign  against  Tuberculosis  must  be  incomnlete 
withbiiUft.  '  cju  oJsjjptibjs  m-jo<  bobaotm  soniitosl 

In  the  ndar  -future  it  te:  hoped  that  Colonjes  will  be  pro- 
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, x : 1 3 d  vtkdxsd  j fhid ;a ,  q&Kcepoqt  ffo»i  of  the  patients  who  pass  .  through 
sesseh  our  Sanatoria.  a  Life  in  a  Sanatorium  is  dull  and  monoton- 


to  then  i  individuals  who  are  sent  there.  The  period  of 
residence  will  be  much  longer  than  ordinarily  obtains  in  a 
Sanatorium,  and  some  of  the  patients  will  be  taught  a  trade 
better  suited  to  their  health  than  the  one  previously  worked 
at,  which  indeed  may  shave  been  harmful  to  them.  Such 
Colonies  can  only  be  provided  by  the  combined  effort  of 
several  Local  Authorities,  except  in  the  case  of  the  largest 


Citie 


It  will  be  noted  in  a  preceding  paragraph  that 


service  men  were'  notified '  with  Tuberculosis  during  the 

*-\  1  *  “  O  i  t  e  l  J  ‘  .  _•  ;  -  i  •■  *  U  . 

year,  either  direct  from  the  Army  Hospitals  or  from  the 
local  medical  men.  A  number  of  other  ex-service  men 


have  been  referred  to  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  for  examin- 
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ation  and  report.  Some  of  these  patients  have  been  difficult 
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a  physical  state  similar  to  that  produced  in  the  'early  .stages 


in  many  cases  their  health  being  restored  so  that  thev  can 


facilities  afforded  seem  adequate  up  to  thg-presrut. 


re  f^eeh  by* the:1  Medicah  Officer  on  W  ednesday 
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r,i  boonlq  flood  o*Ir.  over!  omiTT  .nos*  vlibsoi  sd  na  ,|l 

./women)  and  Saturday  (men)  afternoons;;  :and  urgent  case 

will  be  seen  by  the  House  S 11  rgeon •  at  ;anyoti  m e.  ’Patient 

also  come  at  stated  times  for  tneatmeht/ibv  a o nurse  c 

¥ 

orderly  as  directed  bv  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Clinic. 

The  Clinics  are  open  to  all  comers,  and  during  the  ye: 
there  were  426  persons  seen  and  treated  :  for  Syphilis  22* 
for  Soft  Chancre  2,  for  Gonorrhoea  104,  for  other  conditior 
other  than  the  above  96. 

From  the  City  population  37  males  and  26  females  wei 
dealt  with  for  Syphilis  for  the  first  time,  33  males  and  thn 
females  for  Gonorrhoea.  The  total  attendances  of  Cil 
patients  were  553  for  Syphilis  and  880  for  Gonorrhoea, 
is  satisfactory  that  none  of  the  patients  ceased  to  atter 
the  Clinic  until  their  treatment  was  completed. 

The  “in-patient  days”  of  treatment  during  the  ye 
were  265  for  cases  of  Syphilis,  and  105  for  cases 
Gonorrhoea. 

0 

Free  supplies  of  Salvarsan  substitutes  were  given  to  fr 
medical  practitioners,  all  of  them  being  members  of  tl 
honorary  staff  of  the  Worcester  General  Infirmary. 

The  pathological  examinations  are  all  made  at  a  centi 
laboratory  at  Birmingham.  The  following  number 
specimens  were  sent  : — For  the  detection  of  Spirochet 
22  ;  of  Gonococci,  80;  for  Wasserman  re-actions,  11S.  ( 

these  30  were  sent  by  medical  practitioners. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  the  year  under  t 
Venereal  Diseases  Act,  1917. 

Handbills  have  been  printed  and  sent  to  the  Factor: 
and  Workshops,  with  a  request  to  affix  them  where  th 
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can  be  readily  seen.  These  have  also  been  placed  in  the. 
Public  Urinals  in;  the  City.  The  handbill  stated  the. 
dangerottsjcpnsequences  of  contracting  these  diseases,  both 
to  the  individual,  to  innocent  persons,  and  to  the  race. 


p  P  r\ 
Ci  t  i  u 


stated  the  necessity  for  immediate  treatment,  and  the 
facilities  afforded  at  the  General  Infirmary. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

■>  fisflv/  .ainornonrinoD  ix;  nernov/  no  ODnsbriO'jjte  *xol 

Midwives  Act,  1902. — During  the  year  18  mid  wives  all 

certified  and  trained  notified  their  intention  to  practise  in 
the  City.  Ten  were  in  practise  on  their  own  account,  and 
eight  were  on  the  staff  of  the  County  and  City  Nursing 
Institution  which  is  a  training  school  for  midwives,  v 


There  were  813  births  registered,  and  no  less  than  743 
were  on  the  books  of  the  midwives.  Of  these  173  women 
had  also  eneaeed  a  medical  man.  The  staff  of  the  Nursinc 


Institution  and  two  private  midwives  attended  547  cases 


out  of  the  total  number. 


r’.OOI- 


The  new  Rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  came  into 
force  March  25th,  1919.  Copies  of  these  Rules  and  an 


explanatory'  letter  were  sent  to  all  the  mid  wives  on  the 

r  J  •"  u!  jvvi'V 


Register.  No  infringement  of  the  Rules  has  been  dis¬ 
covered.  The  midwives,  in  accordance  with  these  Rules, 
sent  for  a  medical  practitioner  in  ir t do n stances  —  in  82  it 
was  for  help  at  the  confinement,  and  in  28  on  account  of 
the  condition  of  the  infant.  :  nr  woo  x  j  o 

e\n  ox  17/  wiKoy  ovu  1u  ogn  oih  *iobnu 

Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. — There,  were  839  live 

'  ■  r  •  1  r.,v  Hi  U  j  j  ■'  iO  r  ,  ... 

births  notified  under  this  x\ct  for  the  year  ending*  Decern- 

:  j  1  x ;  .  rfLol'.  ‘ 

ber  31st,  1019.  Of  these  570  yvere  entered  on  the  Register 
of  the  Health  Visitors  and  were  visited  bv.  them.  Rieven 

0  :  1 1  :  ;t  :  V  0(1  I'.C  IfllCQ  .*  t 

of  the  infants  born  died  before  the  first  vtsit  was  paid  on 

.  ■  -  .7  j *10051  A  .3>n  i  >.*!••  *  */-* 

the  eleventh  dav  after  birth. 
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Diirf  J  bun  •/jirnojalf -on; 

MidwiVes  Act,  1918.— d  his  Act  Caihfe  into hforce  01*1 
January  1st,  1919.  By  its  pfdvBidh 


rhents  must  be 


1 ;  i  tr- 


.fit  1>07 


oi  iionurO  oxiT 


madefy  tjte.-  I ^ocaj  Supervising  Authority  to  medical  men 


for  attendance  on  women  at  confinements,  when  the  mid¬ 
wife  in  case  of  emergence  as  defined  in  the  Rules  of  the 


G 


qJ  r 


v3: 


wives  Board  calls  in  to 


her  assistance 


a 


registered  medical  practitioner.  The  scale  of  fees  was 

fixed  by  the  Local  Government  Board. 

' 

Circular  letters  were  sent  to  all  the  doctors  and  midwives 
early  in  January,  informing  them  of  the  provisions  of  the 

;  •  •  '  ^  *"•,  r  ft  \  '  •  ‘  ••  .•  .  t  /  L  f  \  t  r .  .  *  •  .  •»  !  .  - ,  /  '  .. 

Act  which  concerned  them  respectively. 


During  1919  claims  were  received  from  medical  men  in 
38  cases,  the  fees  amounting  to  £66  14s.  od.  The  Local 
Supervising  Authority  have  the  power  to  recover  the  fee 
from  the  patient,  unless  it  is  shown  that  she  pr  her  husband 
is  unable  to  pay  such  fee.  The  sum  of  two  guineas  was 

recovered  from  patients. 

■A  si,  >u.u>  1  mu  .  .-.w 

The  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Act,  1918  —  1  ins 

Act  widen  set  he  powers  of  Local  Authorities  in  the  matter 


of  Maternitv  and  Child  Welfare.  It  is  concerned  with  the 
health  of  expectant 'mothers  and  inursing  mothers,  and  of 
children  under  the  age  of  five  vears  who  are  not  being 
educated  in  Schools  recognised  by  the  Board  dl  Educatr  v 

A  Memorandum  (M.  &  CAV.  4)  was  issued  py  ‘  -  I  q<sd 

h  i  1  •  •  1  1  '  \  '  •  ’  ;  ‘ 

Government  Board,  explaining  now  the  Act  sn  ui  ir» 
.m  tli.’/d  bfjji  07  .0  C  .  '  .  .  .  !Lc 

their  opinion  be,  viewed,  and  offering  suggestions  re:  ws 

,  1  find  both  rnpd  iindiat  •  1  4  u, 

working.  A  report  was  prepared  and  was  consider  a  00 

o  i  d  u  *!  J  *  ...  a*1  f  f  J 

the  Maternity  and  ChilcT  Welfare  S u b - C orn  m ft t%o:  revised 

t>y  t.iip  the  Gif 

tevWiOiyittPJRUn.4'0.  \9J9-jO,  .0,0,  ,UI, 

The  Council  resolved  that  the  following  recomnwoA&tior’S 
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'AqYC  ^v’wwv/i  \w  vAym-j.Ww \\VjWv\ nvG  \n\wsC\  (.4.) 

should  be  acted  upon  as  soon  as  possible  :— -r 

3tiuDi  i!  10  nfcm  ae  tDrioo  2  ri  moons  ari  l 

(1)  A/idw/ves.-— To  encourage  incompetent  Mid  wives  the 
fee  for  attendance  on  patients  shaJ}  be  paid  up  to  15s.  f< 
each  case,  where  the  patient. could  n;ot, afford/that-sum.  T1 
Midwives  claimed  fees  amounting  to  -£\>S  5$.  od,  to  the  ei 
of  1919,  this  sum  being  in  respect  of  33  cases.. 

*  The  work  of  a  Midwife  is  arduous  and  responsible,  and 
performed  with  knowledge  and  skill  is  of  the  greatest  bene 
to  the  community.  The  fees  obtained  are  so  sni^Jl  and  tl 
work  so  hard  that  as  a  profession  and  means  of  livelihood 
is  shunned  by  many  who  would  do  the  work  well.  If  t 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Schemes  are  to  be  the  succe 
that  all  desire  and  hope  for,  the  status  and  remuneration 
the  Midwives  of  the  country  must  be  improved.  How  ii 
portant  this  work  is  in  Worcester  may  be  gauged  by  the  fr 
that  the  Midwives  attended  530  out  of  a  total  of  8 13  birt 
during  1919.  J 

(2)  It  has  not  been  possible  to  provide  for  the  provisi 

for  confinements  awav  from  home,  in  cases  where  the  heal 

•  -  -  n  j  .5f;C  .O  j 

■  of  the  woman  or  the  condition  of  -her  surroundings  make 
desirable  that  she  should  be  admitted  to  ah  institution  II 


JU 


Mfiorno^rm-n/- 


the  confinement.  Negotiations  to  take  such  patients  ir 


the  General  Infirmary  have  been  proceeding,  but  no  agn  ; 

,  ,  V  e&JiqtfoK  oicnlfifJjjiaC) 

ment  has  been  come  to  so  far. 

(3)  Home  lldfii.—- The  Council  agreed  10  provide  “  hop 
helps  ’’  to  women  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Health  Yisito 

thev  were  necessary.  Since  the  middle  =  8f  Mav  ‘’hoi 

"  J  l  0f'!?  ogr,o  5 no  '  c  \ 

cost  of  +/. I 


5  n  0 


nr 


helps  Y  ha v^heen  provided  in  32  cases,  at  a  cos 
Xhe  .  weekly, -sums  paid'  in'  chblVhk^se^iave  varied  with  t 

filnt  >{,■  1  j ;  j  j  ^ .  .  _ro  ■  ■ 

amount,  of  work  done.' '  cThd benefit  ToM  he  mother  and  1 

oxnofivj  1 1  j  gYp.i  .  3  t  -  I 

vouna  lamiiv  while  she  is  incapacitated- Mas  been  meat  a 

:  .  -  {ir.Lumm  ■■■;,  j  ■ 


has  been  much  appreciated. 


>nT 
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(4)  Dental  treatment for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 


1  tie  shocking  condition  of  the  teeth  of  many  adults  is  we il 
kddWfti  ‘tffPMedical  men  and  to  Dental  Surgeons,  and  also  the 
verb*  Serious  effects  that  such  a  condition  has  on  the  iudi- 
vidtiai’s  health.  The  public  do  not  recognise  the  evils  that 
follow  on  septic  conditions  in  the  mouth.  This  sepsis  has  a 
harmful  effect  on  the  expectant  mother  and  nursing  mother.- 
and  in  the  latter  case  causes  a  deterioration  of  the  breast  milk. 

The  Dental  Surgeons  agreed  to  treat  these  cases,  and  the 
Council  in  May  approved  of  the  scale  of  fees  to  be  paid. 
There  were  34  patients  treated  during  the  year,  12  for  ex' 
tractions  only,  16  for  extractions  and  new  dentures,  and  six 
for  dentures  only.  A  sum  of  £2  27  was  paid  for  this  work, 
of  which  ^53  was  repaid  by  the  patients. 

(5)  Home  Nursing  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  Epidemic  Diarrhoea,  and  Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum,  is  being  carried  out  by  the  District  Nurses 
attached  to  the  County  and  City  Nursing  Institution,  and  is 
well  done.  The  Council  have  agreed  to  pay  an  inclusive  fee 
of  ^50  a  year  for  this  work. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  also  by  which  miants 
having  severe  ophthalmia  may  be  treated  for  payment  at  the 
Ophthalmic  Hospital,  either  as  out-patients  or  as  in-patients. 
Several  cases  have  been  treated  at  the  out-oaticnt  room-,  ai#  - 
attend  there  two  or  three  times  a  dav  as  the  Ophthalmic 

‘  1  .  '  —  1  1 

/  Surgeon  may  order.  The  results  have  been  uniformly  good, 
in  onlv  one  case  was  the  sight  of  an  eye  lost. 

J  i  i  .  ^  ^  ^  •)  r  r  ■  0  J 

T 

;  i/V).  Hospital  treatment  for  children  under  five  years,  m 

this  matter  also  negotiations  with  the  Committee  oi  the 
GeneraliT^firmary  .have  not  been  concluded  up  t  ^  the  present 

time.  Tne  limited  accommodation  Ydue-tbtwo  A  ards  bet  -g 

■O^;osiqqfj  n-jucn  ri-od  ?rd 
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closed): and  dearth  of  nurses  are  the  reasons  given  why  e 
Infirmary  Committee  haveybeetL$nabfe  tp-admit  these  ca  5. 

(7)  The  Day  Nursery  at  54,  Lowes  moor]  which  was  ope  d 
in., June,  1918,  has  been  .carried  on  Successfully.  e 
attendances  have  increased  during  thewe.ar  and  have  rear  d 
a  daily  average  of  from  20  to  25  (Saturdays  excluded),  ie 
4  highest  number  of  children  on  any  one  day  was  27.  T  re 
is  accommodation  for  ^o. 


There  has  been  no  infectious  disease  among  the  chil  en 
during  the  year. 

The  mothers  who  necessarily  go  from  home  to  work  id 
maintain  the  family  are  very  grateful  for  the  care  and  n  ,'n- 
tion  which  is  given  to  the  children. 

#  i*  *  i  !  .»  *  •  v  ’  'I  h 

r .  J 

The  total  cost  for  the  year  was  ^711,  and  ;£i6ya$ 
received  from  the  parents  or  guardians  of  the  children,  'he 
usual  charge  ( or  maintenance  is  iod.  daily.  This  m  be 
varied  in  accordance  with  the  ability  of  the  parents  to  p , 


The  Health  Visitors  visit  the  homes  of  new-born  in  its 


,,nn  1 


on  the  eleventh  day  after  birth  and  subsequently  as  mi  be 

i  ivt'i.  \j,  . 

necessary.  Thev  make  enquiries  into  many  of  the  ill- 
J  '  c  -  Z1  vy\ 

births,  of  the  deaths  of  infants,  and  immediate  enqries 


into  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Ngonatortim,  and  such  her 

diseases  of  young  children  as  the  Medical  Officer  lay 

..  1 .  ..3^1  in  :to 

direct. 


r  \  (*  \  •  ‘  i  ■  .  ** 

no  Im 

The  General  Arrangements  for  attending  tb  the  1  dtii 


of  expectant  andmursihg  mothers,  and  young  ehildrc  are 
as  follows  : 

,  yj/erl  3ftO 

There  were  for  the  first  five  months  of  1919  two  rll 
Visitors,  eaCh  Taking  one  half  the  City. 
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At  the  begffimffib  of  May,-  the  Worcester  Infant  Health 
Society,  tvitli  -tflie!liheip  ofv;a  grant  ;of  money  from  the 
American  Redrn&osfl  Society,  furnished  a  room  over  the 
Mirhiicipai  .Dairy  ih -Broad  Street  as  an  Ante-natal  Clinic. 
The  Clinic  wtvs  held  weekly,  and  was  attended  by  Dr. 
Marion  Andrews  until  the  beginning  of  October,  at  which 
time  Dr.  Andrews  ceased  to  be  Assistant  Medical  Officer 
and  became  whole-time  School  .Medical  Officer.  Duriner 
the  last  quarter  of  the  year  a  lady  doctor  visited  Worcester 
weekly,  payments  for  her  services  being  made  by  the 
Worcester  Infant  Health  Society. 

-  y  .  '  .  ■  ■  .  . 

The  Ante-natal  Clinic. — For  the  seven  months,  May  to 

December,  232  ante-natal  cases  were  seen,  and  435  attend¬ 
ances  were  made  by -them. 

'V“  •  '  •  1  •  '  O’"*  .  ..  ,r  ■  0  '"J  ’ 

The  work  increased  rapidly  as  the  following  figures 
show : — 


y  .bo  r  **  v)0fUj  * 

\  4o  rlihcH  orb  Mr/*’  ■ 

No.  of 


New 

Patients. 


Secondary 
visits  by 
Patients. 


gng&E-n 

v 
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c-,.41  Clinics. 

.  f.  t0  aornon 

May  and  Tune  tnr.  a,  6  ...  4 2 

■  ■■■’  o:>?.dua  bm>  .ni -  * 

Third  'Quarter  ,  ,9  e  56 

.  v- ■  j  0jfii  Bonmpa^.  j 

Fourth  Quarter  ....  •  13  w  ...  0134 

.  1  '  "ft  rf?  ■  r  cH  -  w 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  78  expectant  mothers 
raving  milk  -’applied  to  them  free  or  at  less  than  host 
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arice. 
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t  was  necessary  on  May  1st  fa  obtaim  tte  setw 
mother  Health  MHftor.  One  half  of  her  salary  was  p  1:0 
py  the  Infant  HffidTh  Society  for  the  ante-natal  w'orkC  ah.: 


he  City  Council  paid  one  half  for  her  visits  to  the  Twin ie~ 

especting  "  home-  he! osy  for  visiting  the  Dav  Xurserv  anu 

vlT0  odJ  Fan  ono  c  •  ' 
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the  homes  of  the  children  admitted  there,  and  for  assisting 

at  the  Clinics  and  in  the'Wdrk  generally.  , 

*\°£i  ni  d't o//  r.i'i  unged  teid  vtoiooB  dtleeH  jrtfihil 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics.^h'r  *he:-:first 


quarter  of  the  year  four  Clinics  were  held  weekly'’ — two  at 


the  Dispensary  Buildings  in  Bank  Street,  one  at  St.  Paul’s, 


and  one  at  St.  Clement’s.  Dr.  Andrews  found  this  was 

t 

more  than  she  could  dem  and  the  Clinics  at  Stjj  Paul’s 
and  St.  Clement’s  were  discontinued  at  the  end  of  March. 


have  been  increasing  monthly. 
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No.  of  days  Clinic 
was  held 

No.  of  new  attend¬ 
ances,  children  . 

No.  of  return 
attendances, 
children 

Post-natal  attend 
ances  ... 
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2481 

260 

2916 

161 

504 

60 

270 

35 

5888 
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*  These  Clinics  were  only  during  the  first  quarter  of  1919. 


It  will  be  seen  that  the  average  attendance  at  each 
Clinic  was  over  50,  a  number  that  could  not  be  attended  to 
adequately  at  the  Bank  Street  premises.  Early  in  1920 
four  Clinics  a  week  have  been  resumed. 


All  this  work  for  Child  Welfare  has  been  developing  in 
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Worcester  during  the  last  twelve  years,  since  the  Worcester 

d  . 

Infant  Health  Society  first  began  its  work  in  1907.  Ti  e 
great  stimulqs  given  t^^e^wg^^ing^jthejterminatiou  of 
in  the  Wiaphas  come  from  the  lamentable  facts  disclosed 
respecting  the  physical  condition  of  the  men  jvhen 
medically  examined  for  the  Army. 

It  has  become  certain  that  if  this  degeneracy  is  to  be 
checked  and  a  healthy  race  produced,  great  efforts  must  be 
made  and  the  child  cared  for  before  being  born.  From 
this  point  of  view  the  Ante-natal  Clinic  is  most  important, 
and  feeding  the  expectant  mothers  who  need  food  is  the 
best  wav  to  ensure  healthy  babies. 

V 

Ut  x  — >  ■<  >  '  v  . 

The  infant  death-rate,  reckoned  on  per  1000  births,  was 
during  the  early  part  of  this  century  a  disgrace  to  our 
City,  It  has  year  by  year  inproved  since  1903,  with 
occasional  relapses.  The  chart  here  given  is  a  record  of 
progress  of  which  the  City  may  well  feel  proud  and  which 


should  stimulate  to  further  efforts. 
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Infant  Death-Rates  per  1000  Births. 
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Attention  mav  be  called  to  the  Table  at  the  end  of  this 

Report 
died  uh 

one-thii 

half  du 

shewing  the 
der  4  2  lpontl 
‘d  died  durini 

causes  of  death  of  the  50  infants  who 
isrof  age.  It  will  be  noted  that  nearly 
g  the  first  week  of  life,  and  nearlv  one- 

ring  the  firs 

0 

t  month. 

|  - i 

To  remedy  this  lamentable 

loss  of  life  the  expectant  mother  must  come  under  treat- 
ment  for  months  before  the  baby  is  born.  In  the  short 
experience  of  the  working  of  the  Ante-natal  Cliftic  this  has 
been  well  proved,  and  the  Health  Visitors  bear  ample 
testimony  to  the  value  that  the  care  of  the  expectant 
mothers  has  on  the  health  of  the  babies  that  have  been  born. 

The  epidemic  of  Influenza  during  the  first  three  months 
of  the  year  was  probably  the  cause  of  the  larger  number  of 
deaths  from  acute  lung  disease  in  infants.  The  proportion 
of  deaths  from  acute  lung  disease  to  the  total  deaths  of 
infants  during  1919  was  considerably  in  excess  of  the 
proportion  in  recent  years.  » 

Stillbirths  and  Infants  deaths  were  enquired  into  in 
many  cases,  but  the  changes  of  staff  and  the  pressure  of 
work  caused  by  the  provision  of  milk  have  prevented  the 
returns  being  completed. 

There  were  43  stillbirths  reported,  the  causes  assigned 
were  very  various.  In  nearly  every  case  a  doctor  attended 
the  mother 
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Incidence  of  the  diseases  that  occur 
among  the  women  and  young  children. 


(1)  Puerperal  Fever. — Five  cases  were  reported  durin^ 
the  vcar,  one  being  in  the  Ward  of  the  Worjf house.  A.; 
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anddi  ni  sio n  di  fieri!  a*»I  .PflJBsb  it  m t!) 

the  patients  recovered^  1  jVJijil .wives  in  ^t^n-dance  kept 

the  rules  of  the  Midwives  Board  .sxp^  as  could  be  ascer¬ 
tained. 


(2)  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. — Twenty  cases  were  noti¬ 
fied.  All  the  patients  were  promptly  treated,  in  some  cases 
the  Midwife  or  Nurse  sent  the  baby  to  the  Ophthalmic 
Hospital  when  the  eye  discharge  was  first  seen..  One  child 
lost  the  sight  of  one  eye,  all  the  other  patients  recovered 
without  damage  to  the  eyesight. 


. 
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(3)  Measles  and  Rubella  were  notified  in  41  persons 
only  during  the  year,  there  being  31  of  the  former  and  10 
of  the  latter.  No  death  was  registered  from  either  of  these 


diseases. 
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The  Nurses  from  the  Nursing  Institution  visited  and 


nursed  the  serious  cases,  and  their  help  was  most  valuable. 

1  a  i u  :  '.Ti  c  -  yd  - 
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(4)  Whooping  Cough. — There  were  four  deaths  registered 
from  this  disease,  all  under  five  years, a^e.,  The  children 


all  had  medical  attendance  and  nursing. 

'uaooCI  5 nfi  it y  ■  - 
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(5)  Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 


There  was  very  little  diarrhoea 


during  the  year.  Only  four  deaths  wbre  assigned  to  this 


• . 

e  assig 

cause,  three  were  in  children  under  one  year  of  age. 

(6)  Epidemic  Influenza  — This 


lent  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year,  causing  n 
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less  than  37  deaths.  Six  of  these  deaths  were  in  children  j 


under  five  years  W  age.  The  influence  of  the  disease 


Ceram? 


shewed  itself  also  in  the  large  number  (21)  of.  c/iiiarerism 
deaths  that  were  registered  from  diseases  of  the  lungs.  Ui 
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these  21  deaths,  no  less  than  16  were  in  infants  under  on 

year  oPa^d,  Suh7d  h^^f  fm£e  1 6  deaths  occurred  during1  th 
first  quarks  Ac  year.  «DTo  aSui  9Hi  “ 
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Housing. 
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It  is  agreed  that  the  housing  problem  is,  at  the  present 
time,  most  urgent  and  important,  having  regard  to  the 
moral  and  physical  welfare  of  the  community  ;  also  that  it 
is  beset  with  great  difficulties,  which  are  known  to  all  and 
especially  to  those  who  are  endeavouring  to  solve  the 
problem. 

During  the  War  there  .was  no  building  of  houses,  and 
very  little  work  was  done  bv  the  Health  Committee  under 

J  fi  Ujfj- 

the  Housing  Acts.  Houses  that  needed  repairs  were' dealt 

1  n  * ;  ®  fi 

with  by  notices  served  under  the  sections  of  the  Public 
Health  Act*,  b  i  ! 

f 
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In  the  Annual  Report  for  1914  it  was  stated-  that  there 
were  160  working-class  houses  vacant  in  December  of  that 
year.  During  1919  there  were  no  houses  of  this  description 
vacant  and  there  w^as  a  great  and  increasing  demand  icr 


houses.. 
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The  number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  City  is: about  t  1,1 30 

;  j  .  ‘ifiOV  pfi  J  ^  If  1  . 

Of  these  about  9.000  are  houses  rented  btethje  working  dr 
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U).  General  Housing  conditions  in  the  Cit 
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the  City  that  will  employ  a  number  of  persons  when  in  work¬ 
ing,  and  this  d^nVaiati  for  housing 

accommodation.  The  shortage  - of1 'houses  is  at  the  present 
time  acute.  The  Housing  Committed  (k-  the  City  Council 
has  been  engaged  for  many  months  in  dealing  with  this 
matter. 


i  There  has  been  purchased  three  excellent  sites  on  which 
„  to  build,  and  plans  have  been  prepared  and  approved  for  the 
erection  of  357  houses  on  these  sites. 


(2)  Overcrowding-. — For  the  purpose  of  the  Housing 
Survey  a  few  representative  streets  were  visited,  from  house 
to  house,  and  very  little  overcrowding  (i.e..  more  than  two 
adults  to  one  room)  was  discovered. 

In  one  large  block  of  buildings,  which  consists  of  small 
flats,  there  were  cases  of  overcrowding  found. 


One  prosecution  was  ordered  by  the  Health  Committee 
after  repeated  warnings  had  been  given,  and  the  overcrowding 

I  r  t  _  y  §  ’ 

was  abated. 
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(3)  Fitness  of  Houses. — An  ancient  City  such  as  , 
Worcester,  the.  central  part  of  which  was  onc£i  enclosed  b)  ; 
walls,  would  b£  likely  to  have  a  considerable  number  0 
houses  so  constructed  and  arranged  as;  not  to  come  up  tc 


any  good  standard  of  housing.  The.  .worst  of  these,  more 

than  2>o.  have  been  demolished  during  the  last  10  years 

J  ■  T  -rlonoyi/. 1 

The  defects  found  arc  being  back-to-back  or  having  n< 


through  ventilation 
sanitarv  accomm 


insufficient  and  improperly  situate 

amodation,  being  crowded  together  preventin 
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free  access  of  light  and  air.  and  general  internal  defects  sue 
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as  inadequate  cooking  apparatus,  absence  01  larder  and  cu[ 
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boards,  and  frequently  po  wash-house  nor  water  suppl 
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,  wifjjin^jrqaspna^eMdlstAnGe^y  The  City  Council  on  December 
2n^(,,  igi^,,jpa.sse(|i  the  following  resolution  : — • 

1  ji  .hi  ;  ^.iTfeqtiowbyst  this  Council  are  of  Opinion  and  direct- 
)  )  af|  4baCtbe!iCasd)of ;  every  .house  coming  before*  the  Health 

•  ,  ,  Committee  for  consideration  of  the  accommodation,  an d 

especially  sanitary  conveniences,  should  be  dealt  with 
upon  its  merits,  they  lay  ddwn  for  the  Committee's 
guidance  a  standard  of  the  sanitary  conveniences  which 
should,  in  ordinary  cases,  be  provided  as  regards  existing 
houses,  viz.  : — 

A  scullery  and^sink  for  every  house, 

A  separate  w.c.  for  every  house, 

A  separate  wash-house  for  every  three  houses. 

In  each  of  these  conveniences  a  water  supply  and  proper 
drainage  is  to  be  provided. 

This  resolution  has  been  of  the  greatest  assistance  to  the 
Health  Committee  when  dealing  with  owners  who  thiyk  that 
what  is  is  good  enough. 

The  Health  Committee  has  visited  and  dealt  with  a  large- 
number  of  houses  In  February  20  houses  in  Pheasant 
Street- were  represented  as  being  unfit  for  habitation.  After 
full  Consideration  the  Committee  decided  to  deal  with  (he 
defects  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  and  the  houses  have 
been  greatly  improved  and  additional  sanitary  acccmn  eeffi- 
tioi*Cand  wash-houses  erected. 

1  *  .  .  ^  1  I  i  ‘  ,* "  *  j  Q  i  \  J  j  *  ^  4  j  q  *■* 

Experience  shewed  that  the  Housing  Acts  could  seldom 

be  made  use  of,  as  under  the  present  conditions  the  tenant  & 

!  •  10 ’io  cf 1 1  b 0 a  •  ’  3 fiororrlu ct ,  1 

could  hot  be  removed  nor  could  they  find  any  other  hou-  - 
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accommodation.  f 
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The  difficulties  of  remedying  the  defects  in  bom 
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due  to  the  lack  of  labour,  and  of  materials,  and  Hie  v." 
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could  not  foresee 
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month. 
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(4)  Unhealthy  areas. —  No  areasdhave  been  represented 

:  //«.••  on]  no  ■  ■  1  - 

as  unhealthy  areas  previous  to  1919  nor  during  the  year.  It 
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does  not  seem  possible  until  houses  are  being  built  in  con- 
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siderable  numbers  to  carry  through  any  scheme  with  regard 
to  unhealthy  areas. 
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(5)  The  Bye-laws  relating  to  the  building  of  nett 
houses  have  been  under  revision  for  a  long  time.  When  the 

r 

pressure  of  work  caused  by  War  conditions  is  relieved  it  is  t( 
be  hoped  that  this  revision  will  be  carried  through. 

The  Bye-laws  relating  to  Common  Lodging  Houses  wert 
made  by  the  Council  in  1892,  and  those  relating  to  House.1 
let-in-lodgings  in  1910.  They  are  sufficient  under  existing 


no 


conditions. 
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(b)  Statistics  for  the  year  1919: — 

1.  Complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year  fron 
a  Union  of  Householders  in  respect  of  certain  group 
of  houses,  the  total  number  of  such  houses  being  142.  Th< 
Health  Committee  has  visited  these  houses  and  action  ha 
been  taken  respecting  them.  The  owners  of  some  of  thesi 
houses  were  very  dilatory  in  taking  the  steps  necessary  t< 
put  them  in  order,  and  the  Health  Committee  ordereo 
prosecutions  with  the  result  that  the  wBfk  ordered  by  th 
Committee  was  done.  :  J  W  £  iL  iteaihln* 

In  one  block  of  houses  representations  were  made  ant 
action  was  taken  as  detailed  below. '  (See’  4 f! 

2.  Action  under  Section.  17  of- the  Housing  Act  of  190c; 

(a)  1'w.o  hundrcdf.Mand.fon-yhfour  houses  were  insoeetc- 1 
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and  scheduled  under  this  section. 
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(l>)  Fifty-eight  of  these  houses  were  considered  unfit 

[ 

ftfPhuman  habitation.  Of  these  28  were  made  fit  during 
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1919,  so  far  as  could  be  done  without  removing  the 


tenants.  The  remaining  30  were  all  back-to-back 

(r/c'jV'i  need  O'  houses.  'Notice;?  have  been  served  on  the  owners  under 
;  Tijii-iub  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  in  all  these  cases  no  great 
improvements  can  be  effected  without  removing  some 
f  of  the  tenants,  so  that  two  houses  can  be  converted  into 

O 

one  house. 

(c)  In  the  remaining  houses  (186)  such  repairs  as 
were  necessary  have  been  ordered  and,  in  most  cases, 
have  been  carried  out. 

3.  Housing  Act,  1919,  Section  28.  —  No  orders  were 
made  under  this  Section,  but  at  the  December  Meeting  of 
the  Council  the  following  resolution  was  carried  : — 

“  That  the  Council  resolve  to  act  upon  Section  28.  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1919,  relating  to  the  steps  to  betaken 
to  require  owners  to  put  their  working-class  houses  in  a 
state  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation, 
and  authorise  the  Health  Committee  to  exercise  the 

".-J  ! 

Coupcibs  powers  under  that  Section,  and  to  have  power 
from  time  to  time  to  incur  an  outlay  not  exceeding  at 
any  one  time  the  sum  of  ^Ci, 000  in  carrying  out  work 

to  working-class  houses  which  the  owners  were  liable 
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require  the  owners  to  repay  all  sums  so  expended  with 
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interest  at  5  per  cent  per  annum,  either  in  one  sum  or 
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were  made.  .The  Health  Comjuitte^afW  full-ponsideration, 
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determined  to  deal  with  these  Rouses,  -ui^der  the  sections  of 
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the  Public  Health  Acts,  add  su@h  worka^is  psssib^  under 

-present  conditions  has  been  done. 


5.  No  demolition  orders 
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6.  No  dwelling  houses  were  demolished  voluntarily. 
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7.  Obstructive  Buildings — No  representations  were  made 
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8.  There  is  no  member  of  the  Health  Staff  whose  sole 
work  is  connected  with  housing.  The  Chief  Inspector  and 
one  Assistant  Inspector  give  part  of  their  time  to  these  duties 
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(Another  Inspector  was  appointed  in  May,  1920,  who  wil 
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